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WHAT’S YOUR DECORATING STYLE?

If someone asked you to name the kind of decor you like, could you do it Or would you stumble and mumble,
mention & few stores, and look off into the distance in search of the right adjectives? You're not alone
But the thing is, articulating your style is the key to creating a room that really reflects it. If this sounds
ezoteric, have no fear: We've got some simple steps to help you identify the look you crave, a
few visual tutorials to make you 8 mini expert on design, and dozens of sources to let you shop your style
and bring it home. So whether you're everhauling a8 mishmash of furniture bit by bit or doing a
rapid-fire redecoration, you'll learn how to make great choices and get cohesive results that you'll love.
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A VISUAL QUILE TO GET YOU STARTED

Look at the images above and circle all those you're drawn to. Mo thinking—just go with your
gut and mowe quickly. This is meant to offer a snapshot of your broader tastes
and help you uncover your décor preferences. To decode your answers, see Quiz Key (following page).
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3 STEPS TO NAMING
YOUR STYLE

Decorating is an extension of your personal style, but so
much better, because it comes without the conoerns of sizing and fit
That should make it fun, but for a lot of us it"s incredibly
stressful—a too-blank canvas that invelves big commitments
and potentially pricey mistakes. Aside from the money part, choosing
a 80fa is not all that different from picking & pair of shoes:

It all abowt who you are and what you like on a gut level.
Finding your decorating groove depends on getting in touch with that.
With advice frorm design expert and author Carrie MeCarthy
[stylestatement corm], who helps people define and manifest their
P:rsnn..'ll .-:t:,'h-. i all as FE-L'LH. of thelr ]:nres. wha've created

i pl:tn ged red toward hame dt'i.'.nl'il.l::lng. Hera's awhat to da.

1. Towr your home, and really look at
your furndture, With a pad in hand,
walk frem reom to rosm examining
your belengings and make tao
truthifiul Hata: "Lave It™ and "Wish
Could Replace It." Catalog everything
you can, including art—and be real,
evern i irs diffiewln. “Iv's all based on
horwr things make you feel,” says
McCarthy. “Maybe you come across
a piece of art that bugs you, bt
youa've ket it around because it was
your grandmother’s, Pay attention 1o
that"=—and categorize asocordingly.

2. Pull together small items you love,
including clothes. Check the taop af
your dresser. your mantel, your
bookshelves, your china cabinet
Sife through collections and
mementos, Make a pile of faverites
on your bed, Then pull special
clothes from your closet. *Focus on
the iterms that make you feel
beautiful and joyful, the ones that
fnspire you to stand tall” says
MeCarthy. Take the same eye to
your jewelry and accessories

3. Tap your memory and your
imagination. Get combortable, then
close your eyves and think about
places you lowve to be and why you
lave them=—from a local café toa
faraway beach, Becall paintings,
micwvies, and books that have stuck
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with you for some reason, Then go
into fantasy mode, “Imagine that
real-world constraints den't apply,”
says MoCarthy, “Ficture your
drearm home, If you could live
anywhere in the world, would yeu
choode & Lot i Mew York: An
English manor? A tree house in the
tropics?” Then think outside of
home: “[f you were invited 1o

the Oecars, what would you wiear?
Include pavelry and choet ™ This
migves you beyvond the limitations
of your own lifestyle and budget
and into a new realm of creativity
ot down your answers.

Mow for the hard part. Look for
common threads—design, colors,
shapes, materials, vibe—among
the things you bove, Brocanse
MoCarthy can't be there 1o analyze
FOT results, we have inclhuided

a mini wersion of this exercise in
the image-selectbon quiz ¢n the
previous pape. Mote the letters of
the ftems you marked, and see the
Quikz Key (right) for some broad-
siroke conclusions. You may find
vaurdell artracted o a bland of
styles rather than just one; &8 you
delve inta the rooms on the mext
pages, notice which featurnes

appeal to you and which don't. This

will help vou translate your taste
into smart decorating choices.
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STYLE
STARTERS
Statement piedes 1o
launch your look.
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OVIREITED MiRROR
Mearky four feet acmss, it a
rocemi-defining focal posm
Standing Medallion mirmgr, $348,
anshropologe com

SHELTER-AREM FOF&A

Dramatscally high sides, with
crrkp dehimetipn, chaks 1o
cark wisl agangy light
spholiiery, Iaar wfa, 4,625,
efyinuden com ol Slones

Py

DECORATIVE BUST
& Wiinch resin objef with
the feel of an asction-house
acquisition. Zeus bust
5775, obptudio.com for sicees

SOPHISTICATED CLASSIC

An elegant blend of refined tradtional furmiture, jewelry-likx accessories, and pale hues.
Fatracian old-wosld elements pair with cheaner Art Deco shapes. The look evokes a
mare formal lifestyle. Think Grace Kelly, Tiffany & Co., and Charlotte from Sex and the Ciry.

FEATURES "\u/"

= Delicate furniture pleces with feminine lings and tapered legs,
= A palette of neutrals ard soft colors.

AT DELU—INSFMIRELD LAMP
A parchiment shade and a

& rard chardediors

" M N delcate bae ol markde with
® Luxunious fabrics, like $ilk and welnet. s finkdhed metal
= Bich dark woods with palished veneers shive lune pestraint. Mason
= Luxe accent materials, including metal, marble, and ghass. nr'}i’.'i"'ﬁf{?ﬁ _,F'i‘l:"im

= Symmetrical floor plans. e Cm Tioe e
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Statement pleces Do
launch your look

FUTURERTIC CHANDILIDR
This large, airy fixhure makes
a huge impact without
owenpowenng a woace. Orb
chandelier by Fairick Townsend
£350, thelutureperfect.com

COLOE-RLOCK PRIN
Baings energy and dominates
& TOZET, |1 el ey
Fothke: Uneriled, §204

MHHTRS 10, O

WELVET SOFA

Cool and clean, thanks to sguare
armra and metal g
Comiortabie, wath a shighily
reclingd back. Theatre
sofa by Ted Boenmer, 53,600,
et Lom

mB

WOLHD-FHAME CHRIH
Angular arrms balanced by &
kominjpiy sa58 tRat seens
R0 hfreir 10 e H:ul;l-q.
chair, §2 200, cabarkle nbome
oam for o
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MODERN GRAPHIC

& fresh, fum, contemporary look that combines urban styling (magine a cowntown koft) with
edgy, coborful elements and midcentury design, Simple furniture fonms balance out bald
accents and patterns, Think the Museurn of Medern Art, Frank Licyd Wright, a Rubli's Cube

FEATURES

& Furniture with chean lines and na extra adomment

= Blocks of saturated color,

= Bouy uphodstery with plaim legs o skirtless bases

= Lacguered finishes and a mix of woods, both light (birch, oak)
and dark (walmut, mahagarny).

s GEOMENFic of abstract patterrs and Pop Art-inspired socessories

HEALL FEOTORRAFNL BT SEDFPRLT WOROH
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=1 T LE
ESTAERTEERS
Statement pieces to
launch your look,

LTEEL-FEAMEI MIRRDOR
Bdds the o'd-fashignad
wchitectural charm
ol a canemenk wersdow
Faciory mirms, §245,
sundancrcatalog.com

_ﬁ] i &l

BOLL-ARM TORS
T Cudheors [Fathed tham
thiree) Bave &5 espeialy
friendhy vibe, Micki Pt
vofa By Mitchel] Gold »
Biod Willkama, S 050
mighsshome. com for shosed

FLAT-WIAVE RUG
Subtly patiemed, if i &
ik 13 solid furnitune
Sepbember rug. %800 (B by
10 feed), ashacarpets oo

EUEY C.AEUPLL for stomnes
A warm, traditional Baok made for relaxing with family and friends, Draws on English and
early-American fumitune designs, a5 well &5 laid-back country, cottage, and farmhouse
styles. Weathered, low-maintenance furnishings are casy, imviting, and built for daily life
Think golden retricvers, fuzzy slippers, and just about any mavie by Mandy Mepers

FEATURES CHUNKY

COFFEL TABLE

LABLE PRCTOGEARS BY WHLIEM LADEA T
BElALL FHOTORELAFHE BT SEDIPELT BDROL

= Push upholstery, often slipeavered, with roll or sguare anmis and skirts of ball feet. inclaimed pine planks
= indestructible tables with turned legs, trestles, of substantial pedestal bases. make fioe nustic “alll_-\-ll'
= Wiadim wood tones with rustic or distresied finishes. Mﬁ:‘;‘:“ﬂ;&";ﬁ:‘-ﬁ: T
s Matural fabrics, like cotton and wool. Balustrade table, §1,795,
» Solid temtiled, simple stripes, or unfiessy floralt in muted coks restorationhardware oo
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STYLE
STARTERS
Statement pieces to
launch your look.

1

CATYETAL-EEAMCH
CHANDELIER
Cepanic and nemantic, it seems
pe-l-a-andl, Bugterthy and
Bleriian Diaguing by Canogry
Dedipns, $1, 928, AbLhoire o,
T8 SRONES

ANTICOLE RUG
otk rich and faded, the ethnic
s e Peehs limaebess
i eCadent, Anmique Persian
telaram wool ng
Ll 455, albocarpet com

CURYY SETTEL
The shapes evwdl=l TEh-o#nguny
Exwppe i, rustic finish gl
cocca e mdke it eoal Amralh
sofa, $2,895, japsonhams
andgaeden com

TAEL

g wherdle legs dirad
asd-shill Top offer

o char@cter, head
sl S Labde, §1.625,

Oy LT, L0 BOE SLDies
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VINTAGE ECLECTIC

& rich, layered lock comibining flea-market finds, furnitune designs from varkpus ime periods
(imcluding Victorian pleces and 18th-century French stybes), and o diverse codiection of
acoessories and artwosk, Dusty colors, imewarn or handmade textibes, and collected objects
create a lived-in feel. Think Paris flea markets, Granny™s teaoups, the film Grey Gardens

FEATURES

= Purniture with shapely, feminine sihouetbes, intricate detailing, and weathened finizhes,
® Jewel tones mixed with washed-out, chally shades,

= Antigue and vintage slements interspersed with newer, offbeat items.

w A& varied mix of fabsics [on pillows, uphclstery, and window treatmentsl, including j[acquards,

paisheys, ethnic tapestries, folk motils, botanicals, and florls,
s Crystal chandeliers and embellished lamps.
s Abundant art and decorative Bocanls on walls and surfaces

LARGH PFHOTOHUREFH BT FRANE O mbLgE DT i GBI
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YvOIIR STYLE

Once you've ID°d the look you want—or gotten a handie on your mix of looks
the fun begins. Whether you're ready to buy, creating a wigh list,
or just poking around for ideas, this page will take you where you need to go,
either by foot or by click. Here are stores, blogs, and books that present
products and ideas in a range of prices, tailored to your taste. Tear and save
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Sophisticated Classic Modern Graphic

IMNEFIRATION

INETFERATION

Cozy Casual Vintage Eclectic
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